
i 

Table of Contents 

Translating DOS/AVAIL into PC-DMIS ............................................................................ 1 

Translating DOS/AVAIL into PC-DMIS: Introduction .................................................... 1 

Translate a Measurement Routine File ........................................................................ 2 

DOS to Windows ...................................................................................................... 2 

AVAIL/MMIV to Windows ......................................................................................... 2 

Importing a Measurement Routine File ........................................................................ 3 

DOS, Avail, and MMIV Files ..................................................................................... 3 





1 

Translating DOS/AVAIL 
into PC-DMIS 
Translating DOS/AVAIL into PC-DMIS: 
Introduction 
PC-DMIS enables you to take measurement routines that were created in DOS or 
AVAIL and translate them to run in PC-DMIS for Windows. The original measurement 
routine must have been created using AVAIL or PC-DMIS (DOS) version 3.2 or higher 
in order for the translation process to be available. 

 Importing Tutor for Windows measurement routines is not available in this 
release. 

The main topics in this chapter include: 

• Translate a Measurement Routine File 
• Importing a Measurement Routine File 
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Translate a Measurement Routine File 
To translate a measurement routine file: 

DOS to Windows 
1. Using DOS, start up PC-DMIS for DOS. The Active Parts list displays. 
2. From the menu list, click the POST button. 
3. Select the measurement routine to be translated. PC-DMIS displays the Post 

Options menu. 
4. Select the DIMS CMDS button (DIMS commands) from the menu list. PC-DMIS 

prompts for the Output File name. 
5. Type the appropriate file name, followed by the three-character extension. It is 

suggested (but not mandatory) to use the .dim file name extension. 
6. When PC-DMIS is post processing the measurement routine, it prompts you to 

enter the name of a PC-DMIS probe file. Type the appropriate name. 
7. Make sure that it is a probe file being used in the Windows-based version of PC-

DMIS. 
8. Press the Enter key on your keyboard. 
9. When the post processing is complete, PC-DMIS displays a message that 

prompts you to press any key to continue. PC-DMIS then returns to the Active 
Parts list. 

10. Exit out of PC-DMIS for DOS. 

AVAIL/MMIV to Windows 
AVAIL/MMIV files need to be translated in order to run in PC-DMIS. It is recommended 
(but not necessary) that the files are saved with an LLF*.* file name. Follow the 
instructions in "Importing a Measurement Routine File". 
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Importing a Measurement Routine File 
You should use the following procedure when you import a measurement routine file. 
The process is the same regardless of the file type. 

DOS, Avail, and MMIV Files 
1. Start PC-DMIS. PC-DMIS loads and shows the Open File dialog box. 
2. Click the Cancel button to close the dialog box. 
3. Select File | New to create a new measurement routine. The New Measurement 

Routine dialog box appears. 
4. Type a new measurement routine file name and other information as needed. 
5. Click the OK button to close the dialog box and have PC-DMIS open the Probe 

Utilities dialog box. 
6. In the Probe Utilities dialog box, click the Cancel button to close it. 
7. Select File | Import and choose the appropriate input data type (DIMS, AVAIL, or 

MMIV ). An Open dialog box appears 
8. In the Open dialog box, select the correct file. If it was saved with a .DIM / .LLF*.* 

extension, PC-DMIS automatically displays all available files with the appropriate 
extension. If necessary, change to the correct directory. 

9. Click the Import button. If CAD data already exists for your measurement 
routine, you can choose to either Merge or Replace the existing CAD data with 
the imported CAD data. The Choose Translation Option dialog box appears 
with these translation options: 

• Translate main routine and all called subroutines into one DIMS 
measurement routine. 

• Translate specified file only. Include subroutine calls but do not translate 
subroutine files. 

• Translate main routine and called subroutines into separate DIMS 
measurement routines. 

10. Select one of the available translation methods. 
11. Click the OK button (or press the Enter key). 

PC-DMIS translates the DIMS/AVAIL/MMIV data and returns to the measurement 
routine. 

• For each TOOLCHANGE, you are prompted to select a PC-DMIS probe file. 
• For each TIPCHANGE, you are prompted to select a PC-DMIS probe. 
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Your measurement routine is now ready to run in PC-DMIS. 

 When importing an AVAIL measurement routines that contains an IFTEST 
keyword or a GOTO/LABEL command inside of a feature block, or an MMIV 
measurement routines containing a BRANCH/TEST keyword or a BRANCH/LABEL 
command inside of a feature block, PC-DMIS moves its respective IF and GOTO 
commands before the feature block. 

 

Understanding the MOVE/PH9_OFFSET Command for 
Imported DOS Measurement Routines 
In the DOS version, the software rotated the PH9 to the new angles and then made an 
automatic move so that the tip would end up where it was prior to the angle change. 
However, in Windows-based versions of PC-DMIS, when rotating the PH9 to new 
angles, the software doesn't make this extra move. So, for translated and imported DOS 
measurement routines, PC-DMIS automatically inserts MOVE/PH9_OFFSET commands 
to facilitate the translation from the DOS version of PC-DMIS to the Windows version of 
PC-DMIS. 

This command has this syntax and takes two inputs: 

MOVE/PH9_OFFSET,INPUT1,INPUT2 

  

INPUT1 is the old tip angle. 

INPUT2 is the new tip angle. 

 You do not need to use this command in normal PC-DMIS measurement 
routines, and you can't select it from any of the menus. 
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